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Further Notes extua esearch of Shih T’ao’s Birth and Death

(A Summary)

Wang Shi Qing

A person has only one date of birth and death. But there are various statements about
Shih T’ao’s birth and death in the current articles mon hs.and albums concerned with

review the present
based on the direct a
be discussed. :

The first question’is what constitutes sound evidence for the dates of Shih T ao’s birth and
death correctly. As far as we know, there are five pieces of evidence which can be used for this
purpose. Four of these were provided by.Shih T’ao himself. No doubt they are direct and
reliable, but not necessarily accurate. For example, in the “Letter to Pa Ta Shan Jén” E(/\ KL
AR, Shih T’ao said, “I shall soon be sixty.” This means that he must have been fifty-eight
or nine in the year he wrote this letter. This is not sufficiently precise. On the other hand, the
fifth piece of evidence comes from Li Lin’s ZE§% Poems “To Compose to Sixty of Ch’ing
Hsiang Tzu” & # 75T 8#¥ which is not only direct and reliable but also accurate.

The second question is how to come to a correct conclusion from the evidence, and, in
particular, how to come to a correct conclusion on the date of Shih T’ao’s birth from the
“Letter to Pa Ta Shan Jén" and the “Poem of New Year’s Eve in Kéng ch’én’ (1700)” BT

evidence, there may be
only possibilities can le
the “Letter to Pa Ta Shan en ‘or the “Poem of New Year’s Eve in Kéng ch’én” is not valid.
On the other hand, it is acceptable to conclude that Shih T’ao was born in 1642 from the
evidence of Li Lin’s poem mentioned above. Finally, it is also correct to conclude from Li Lin’s
poems of “Weep for Ta Ti Tzt 32 K#F that Shih T’ao was died in 1707.




