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Special Features of ngs of Shaansi

(A Si;mmary)

Yeung Kin Fong

The jade carving industry fluorished in Shaansi from ancient times. Jade articles which
were unearthed in Shaansi were similar to those unearthed in the central and southern regions
of China in respect of species. They are different, however, in respect of shapes and designs.
This is a manifestation of regional differences.

Those Pre-Ch’in jades of Shaansi that carry regional features

(1) T-shaped hairpin in prehistory age;

(2) trapezoidal jade plaque ith ph or-dragon’patterns, strange huang B with
phoenix e+ yaped nt with protrusion and phoenix patterns
and orn with human together with dragon shapes in the Western Chou
dynasty;i "

(3) pi B, small pi, chiieh 3R, huang, héng %1, hsi #K, rectangular jade plaque with
openwork dragons, round jade plaque with openwork dragons and
dragon-shaped pendants in the Spring and Autumn period.

The above-mentioned jades were found in Shaansi and were scarcely, if ever, found in
other regions. They have their own features in respect of shapes. In respect of patterns,
phoenixes and dragons of a realistic style prevailed in Western Chou while complicated and
simplified geometrical dragon patterns prevailed in the Spring and Autumn period. These
kinds of dragon patterns are also found in Ch’in pottery and bronze vessels in the same period.
This shows that it is a popular pattern with works of arts and crafts in Ch’in.




