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1g’s Wound by Arrows:
eappralsa and Interpretation

(A Summary)

Koon-wan Ho

Wang Chih (? — ca. 1154), in his famous work Mo chi written in the middle of twelfth
century, disclosed the striking fact that Emperor Sung T ai-tsung (reigned 976-997) was
seriously wounded by arrows during the Battle of Kao-liang River:(979) when the Sung army
was defeated by the Khitans. Wang asserted that“ this cbntinued to be a source of

significance in § istory has not been appreciated. The author of this artlcle would deal
with two aspects o this account. First, if this wound really troubled T’ai-tsung’s physical
health for such a long period, it is quite possible that his mental health would be affected as
well. Second, if T’ai-tsung’s death was the result of the wound, this would furnish a good
excuse for the hawks to attack the Khitans. The verification of the truthfulness of this account
of T’ai-tsung’s would greatly help to explain some of the behaviour of T ai-tsung as well as his
SUCCESSOrS.
It is evident that after the battle, T’ai-tsung’s health, both physical and mental, suffered.
He summoned many irregular physicians to the court, and he collected and published
thousands of medical prescriptions. He also constructed many Buddhist and Taoist temples
apparently not solely from religious motives. On the other hand, the emperor became
exceedmgly susplclous nervous and over-sensitive. H1s younger brother, nephews, sons,
! ‘Emperor felt totally insecure and
isolated. The death of hlS second son-Prince. Hsu nd hisprit ¢ minister Chao P’u (921-991)
further strengthened | his belief of Heav 's punishment for h1s evil deeds. Apparently his illness
was no longer purely physmal but affected his mind as well.




