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 Practice of Anaphora in the Zuo Zhuan and
a Comparison with the Shi Ji

(A Summary)

Chow Kwok-ching

There are three types of anaphora used in the Zuo Zhuan namely zero, substitute and

In the situation w ere both the antecedent and its anaphoric word are subjects, only zero
anaphora and identical anaphora appear and the rule pivotal to the selection is that a subject
can take more than one predicate by the employment of zero anaphora provided that this
causes no confusion. If there are other sentences with different subjects inserted between these
predicates, the following ways of dealing with the situation will be found:

1. identical anaphora appears after the sentence inserted and in front of the following
predicate or

2. zero anaphora is used either on the strength of the semantic-agreement between the
subject and the predicate(s) or by virtue of the topic-subject of the paragraph in
question.

In the situation where the antecedent is a subject while the anaphorlc word an object, all
three types of anaphora are used. Nevertheless, the use of s anaphota and identical
anaphora is overwhelming since a transmve verb. in.Chi ally requires an expressed
object. It is observed that.i 1 substitute after a transitive verb merely
serves to meet the synt requlrement of the fatter rather than to identify an antecedent. In
the case where an antecedent has to be identified, identical anaphora is used. Zero anaphora
normally appears in the'{followmg situations:

1. after the co-verb yi LA and
2. the verbs governed by the same subject take identical objects.

In the situation where the antecedent is an object while the anaphoric word a subject, only
zero anaphora and identical anaphora are used with the latter being more common. This is
because in this situation a change of subjects is often involved. Using identical anaphora saves
the reader from the risk of mistaken interpretation of the unexpressed subject of the following
sentence as identical to that of the preceding one. Alternatively, the change of subject can be
indicated by expressions such as “dui yue” ¥B or “yue” B without the employment of
identical anaphora. Zero anaphora can also be used when there is clear semantic-agreement
between a predicate and its subject. :

In the situation where both an antecedent and an ana hora w
of anaphora is similar to that where a antecedem
object.

bjects, the selection
¢ the anaphoric word an
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used in the subje sition. And (here are also pattermzed exceptions to the rule that a subject
can take more th: ‘predicate.

In general, one observes that clarity enjoys priority over conciseness in the Shi Ji, a
phenomenon in contrast to that of the Zuo Zhuan.




