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The Functions of T'ung-chi Canal in Transportation in

the Sui-T’ang Period

(A Summary)

Yen Keng-wang

The T’ung-chi Canal which came into existence in the Sui:dyhasty had an immense
influence on China’s national strength in the T ang and sties. This is why it has
been given detailed acceunts i rks. anic ot a few contemporary
studies. But in almost-all of these studles: emphasis is laid on the transportation of food from
the south to the north after the K’ai-yiian period (713-741), and little or no attention is paid
to transportation of: commodities other than food. Commercial activities and travels of the
ordinary people are also neglected. The reason why Emperor Yang-ti of Sui had this Canal
dug was, perhaps merely for pleasure excursions, but in fact, transport on the Canal was busy
and food was transported to the north before the K’ai-yiian period. Just after the rebellion of
An Lu-shan, food from the south was transported to the capital Ch’ang-an, but after the reign
of Emperor Te-chung, because of the success of ho-ti (equitable grain purchased by the
government), the reliance on grain from the south was greatly reduced. The quantity of goods
like cloth, coins, salt, tea and groceries far exceeded that of grain. While there was at least as
much private transport on the Canal as official transport, ordinary people and merchant from
the western region mostly travelling from north to south and vice versa making use of the
Canal. The present article deals mainly with transport other than grain and passengers, but
also discusses the speed and the carrying capa i the Canal.




