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Vignettes of Song—Jin History from Zhao Yanwei’s
Yunlu Manchao

(A Summary)

Chan Hok-lam

The Yunlu manchao of Zhao Yanwei (preface 1206), 15 juan, is a collection of historical,
literally and philosophical miscellanies written in the Kaixi reign of the Southern Song
emperor Ningzong. The author, a member of the imperial lineage who had served as a
magistrate and prefect in modern Zhejiang, Anhui and Hubei, was an erudite scholar
knowledgeable of state affairs, particularly on relations with the Jurchen Jin which ruled north
China after 1127. His work contains a series of informative jottings on Song and Jin history
which report on various significant events in Song—Jin relations based on official documents
or contemporary accounts. The present essay provides an annotation and extensive discussion
of ten of these topics: (1) Calligraphy specimen by Yue Fei found in Linxi zhen; (2) Martyr-
dom of Zhang Shuye for the Song emperors; (3) Battle formation of the Jurchens; (4)
Expenses for entertaining the Jin envoys; (5) Tactical stratagem of the Jurchens; (6) Building
encircled walls and moats at Dangtu against the Jin invasion; (7) Travel routes from Dongjing
(Kaifeng) to the Jurchen Chieftain’s Stronghold; (8) Martyrdom of Song envoys to the Jin,
Guo Yuanmai and others; (9) Jurchen official system; (10) Lyrical (ci) poems on Hu
Songnian’s mission to the Jin. These items yield valuable information on Song—Jin history,
particularly on Song—Jin relations, which are sparsely documented in official sources and rely
heavily on contemporary private accounts.
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