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Shulli Jie: An Eminent Confucian General of the
Yuan Army

(A Summary)

Chen Shisong

The Khitan Shulii Jie was a personage of considerable influence in the middle and later period
of the Yuan dynasty, especially over the border areas of Southwest China and in the Chinese
cultural arena. He was born into a well-known family of military officers, professed Con-
fucianism, left his footmarks in every corner of Sichuan, Shaanxi and Yunnan provinces, noted
down people’s merits and current events often in poetic form, and finally fell in battle at
Tongguan, Shaanxi. We can find many records and narrations of him in various works of the
Yuan literati, praising him as an officer well versed in both polite letters and martial arts or as
a distinguished Confucian general of the Yuan army. However, he was not accorded a
biography in the official Yuan history (Yuan shi ). This paper is an attempt to draw upon the
existing literary and historical records to reconstruct his biography and restore his place in
history.
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