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Strategic Disjuncture: The Disastrous Failure of
the Song Yuzhou Campaign (986 A.D.)

(A Summary)

This study attempts to ong: milita ortune in 986 A.D. by applying the
pioneering theory of g gy and military strategy. The author identifies the
asymmetric relations between pacification and reunification, two strategic objectives of the
early Song (960~1127). The incompatible nature of the two objectives generated difficulties
for the emperor and his servants to reach a necessary conscience in grand strategic agenda.
As the undoing of the early Song pacifism discerned, the Second Emperor of the Song
turned his focus on operational strategy, especially the technique to launch sudden attack.
However, the Emperor’s attempt to regain the Chinese territories ceded to the Khitans
during the Five Dynasties became a failure. The catastrophic defeat of the Song Expedi-
tionary Army at Qigou Guan caused the first military crisis of the newly established dynasty
in its 267 years. Moreover, the Emperor suffered from losing more than thirty thousand
well-trained Palace Guards. As a result, how to resist Khitan invasions became the core of
an extensive debate on state defense. The author concludes that the disjuncture between
grand strategy and operational strategy was an. rtant cause of the Song military
incompetence.




