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The Principle of Recruiting Subsidiary Officials:

Discriminatory and Preventive Measures Against

the Subsidiary Officials from the Southern Tang
During the Early Song Era

(A Summary)

Ng Pak-sheung

During the process of unification in early Song, disintegrating local resistance by means of
military garrison and imperative migration policy, together with implementation of discrimi-
natory and preventive measures, were firmly regarded by the Song government as an efficient
way to consolidate its rule over the newly acquired territories. Under these circumstances,
many peichen [ E (subsidiary officials) from the Southern Tang were held in contempt by
their Song counterparts, and their careers were hindered and sabotaged. Keeping the peichen
in the capital proved too costly for the Song; it was impossible for the government to recruit
enough qualified officials to fill the vacancies left by them in the south. Thus, it became
necessary to re-employ the former scholar-officials of the Southern Tang to serve in civil
service positions, despite the Song’s continued suspicion and hestility towards them. In order
to reconcile these political concerns with pragmatic requirements, the Song adopted the policy
of relegating the peichen to politically disadvantageous positions when assigning appointments.
The policy of relocation, based on discrimination and suspicion, was an important means of
preventing them from inciting revolt in their native lands. The peichen had to find ways to
improve their position in the bureaucracy. Some of the peichen soon realized that their previ-
ous experience under the Southern Tang was a handicap to their career. They tried to prove
that they were willing to make a new start by distancing themselves from their previous
emotional, social, and political ties to the Southern Tang. When the Song government appointed
the peichen, criterion based on loyalty was adopted. Under this policy, many peichen were
praised for their loyalty and respect to their former master and some disloyal peichen were
punished severely.



