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Four Arguments in Regard to the “Three Principles”
in the Chapter of “Casting and Cutting” in
Wenxin Diaolong

(A Summary)

Dang Shu-leung

Wenxin diaolong, the first comprehensive study of Chinese literary criticism by Liu Xie
(c. 465-522), has generated increasing interest since the last century, and the past few decades
have seen a surge of research exploring almost every aspect of this work. However, a large
number of issues remain controversial to date, and many questions remain unanswered. One
of these questions is posed by the Chapter “Casting and Cutting,” in which the author discussed
the “Three Principles” for “drafting a major work.”

This paper presents four arguments in the following areas in an attempt to address this
problem:

1. the stage in the process of writing:in which:the Three Principles apply;

2. the genres of literary, works targeted by Liu in proposing the Three Principles;
3. the exact meaning of'the Three Principles; and

4. the literary context in which Liu introduced the Three Principles.



