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A Study on the Interpretation of the Huainanzi by
Comparing with the Extant Version of the Wenzi

(A'Summary)

Ho Che Wah

There have long been controversies about the dates of compilation of the Wenzi 3 F and the
Huainanzi # ¥ . Since the excavation of bamboo manuscripts of the Wenzi in Han tomb
No. 40 at Ding Xian %€ %% in Hebei {8]dt in 1973, it has been confirmed that the latest record
in the Wenzi was in 56 B.c., which was taken as the end date of its compilation. Although this
was after the presentation of the Huainanzi by Liu An in 140 B.c., most scholars, however,
still believe that the excavated Wenzi was compiled prior to the Huainanzi, despite the fact
that there was an eighty-four-year gap in between. Other scholars argue that there was
insufficient evidence in the excavated Wenzi to.draw a conclusion on the date of compilation.
In spite of this row, scholars in:general agree that the extant version of the Wenzi was
compiled after the excavated version of the Wenzi and the Huainanzi.

By comparing the extant version of the Wenzi with the Huainanzi comprehensively, this
paper shows that the former modified the latter in various ways, either by summarizing,
expanding, or paraphrasing. All in all, it can be argued that the modification was a systematic
reworking of the Huainanzi. In addition to studying the parallel passages found in both titles,
this paper expounds on the typical examples of the different modifications on Huainanzi by
comparing with the extant version of the Wenzi in order to show this extensive reworking.



