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A Study on the “Skinning Depot Temple” in the Song
Capital Dongjing and Lin’an

(A Summary)

Chan Hok-lam

This is a study on the Pichang miao %35 i (Skinning Depot Temple) erected in the
Northern Song capital Dongjing (Kaifeng) at the beginning of the reign of Emperor Huizong
and its restoration known as Huiying miao 2% /€ B (Magnanimous and Efficacious Temple)
built in the Southern Song capital Lin’anshortly after its establishment. The Pichang miao
grew out of the earth-deity shrine (1. #147) attached to an animal skinning depot (5 K| Ff)
located in the northeastern section outside the inner walls of Dongjing capital. It originated
in 1101 when Huizong, responding to the locals who hailed the efficacy of the deity in curing
deadly sickness, invested the spirit as the Marquis of Lingkuang %R £&. The temple, which
was housed inside the Wanshou shrine % #F#} within the Xianren ward, honoured a litany
of famed ancient Chinese physicians headed by the mythical Shennong patriarch. It attracted
many faithful, but particularly candidates preparing for the departmental civil service
examinations administrated by the ministry of Rites in the capital. Their visits for spiritual
blessing was faciliated by the temple’s proximity to the examination halls, which was
located in the Kaibao monastery B8 # 5%, a little further to the east outside the walls (see
Map 1).

The Pichang miao fell into ruins after the Jurchen armies overran Dongjing in 1127,
when the two Song emperors were captured as prisoners of war and remnants of the Song
court fled to the southeastern provinces. Thereupon Zhao Gou, the ninth son of Huizong,
enthroned at Lin’an (Hangzhou) as Gaozong of the Southern Song. Before long, the
manager of the Pichang miao also fled to the temporary capital, bringing with him the
spiritual tablets and other religious paraphernalia. The temple was rebuilt in Mt. Wu % 1] of
Lin’an on a larger scale and was bestowed the name Huiying by Gaozong, hence it came to
be known as the Huiying miao (see Map 2). It received faithful from different walks of life
because of its historical stature and religious appeal, again attracting civil service
examination candidates who sought spiritual blessing, and its popularity remained
undiminished well into the Ming dynasty. Though not a magnificant temple with a
distinguished history, the Pichang miao nevertheless merits attention as it provides a
showcase of how a religious institution was developed under the patronage of the Song
hmperor, and how it played a unique role in the social and religious life of the literati in both
the dynastic capitals under unusual circumstances.





