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The Establishment of Private Libraries and Their
Impact on the Development of Local Culture in Song
China: A Case Study of Sichuan

(A Summary)

Zou Chonghua

It is generally held that books are indispensable for scholars who pursue intellectual inquiry
and promote education. Apart from the tremendous efforts of the government in publishing,
collecting and preserving books, many individuals are also enthusiastic in collecting and
preserving books. The establishment of private libraries had a long tradition in pre-modern
China. It has been argued that the establishment of private libraries had significantly impact
on the development of local culture. :

Under the Song dynasty, most of the private libraries were located at the four major
centres of printing and publishing, i.e., Kaifeng in Henan; Hangzhou in Zhejiang; Jian’an in
Fujian; and Chengdu in Sichuan. This paper attempts to assess the impact on local culture
brought by the establishment-of private libraries in Sichuan. Two major questions will be
raised. First, since Sichuan was regarded as one of the most prosperous regions in the
development of local culture in Song China, how was it ranked in terms of the establishment
of private libraries? Second, in what way did such a practice contribute to the development

of local culture in Sichuan?





