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On the Relationship of the Controversy of the
Separate Sacrifice to Heaven and Earth, and the
Inclusion of Imperial Ancestors as Coadjutors in the
“Hall of Enlightenment” during the Reign of Ming
Shizong

(A Summary)

Hu Jixun

This paper is focused on the desire of the Ming emperor Shizong (r. 1521-1566) post-
humously honouring his natural father who had never reigned, as Emperor Ruizong.
Drawing on the corpus of the pro and con parties, memorials to the Emperor and related
biographical accounts, the relationship between the 'two ritual controversies which took
place in 1530 and 1538 will be analyzed. The thesis is to illuminate that, through the
Controversy of the Separate Sacrifice to Heaven and Earth (taken place in 1530), and the
Controversy about the Inclusion of Imperial Ancestors as coadjutors in the “Hall of
Enlightenment” (taken place in 1538), Ming Shizong re-interpreted the traditional
#fonfucian rites, and attained his goal to admit the emblematic spiritual tablet of his
mnreigned father in the Ancestral Temple of the Ming Royal House.





