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Zhu Xi's Education on Fujian Women during
His Governing Period

(A Summary)

Lo Kar Kee

Zhu Xi (1130-1200) was a major proponent of Song Neo-Confucianism. A great philoso-
pher in his own age, Zhu Xi extended his influence to the Yuan, Ming, Qing dynasties, and
even to this day. Numerous recent studies of his views on philosophy, education, politics and
historiography are available; but his views on women are often neglected. Interestingly,
when many contemporary scholars discuss the status of ancient women, they have pointed
out that his promotion of chastity in women and the elimination of abasic human desire were
the main reasons causing the decline of women'’s status. How true are their statements?A re-
examination of Zhu Xi’s views on women is desirable.

Scholars who have studied Zhu Xi always mention that he was closely related to the
Fujian province, because he was born and lived there. After he passed the public examination
in 1153, he became the zhubu (assistant magistrate) of Tongan county. He also became the
zhixian (magistrate) of Zhangzhou in 1190. He founded a number of academies in the
northern part of Fujian until he died in 1200. Because of his close relationship with Fujian,
some prevailing customs and legends were attributed to him. Fujian women were also deeply
affected by histeachings. However, previous scholars did not examine this issue thoroughly.
This essay makes intensive use of Fujian gazetteers to investigate Zhu Xi’s administration
and education of women as well as the customs related to women in Fujian. It also intends
to explore how far Zhu Xi’s views on women were put into practice.
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