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The Implication and Development of Eka-citta in
Tiantai Buddhism

(A Summary)

Chen Jian

Eka-citta (—&[») isan important concept in Tiantai X £ Buddhism. This article expounds
the implication and development of eka-cittato correct the misunderstanding about it in the
past. First, eka-cittais viji na-skandha (i &) which is one of the paica-skandha (1 F£) and
is employed as the artha (3i%) in Samatha-vipaSyan (1E#1), a kind of Buddhist practice
created by Zhiyi % 5. Second, eka-cittais characterized by a-cintya (/& %) becauseit is
inherently provided with both good and vice, while having three traits of $nya (2%), false
appearance and mean state. Third, eka-citta witnessed a development in the history of
Tiantai Buddhism. In Zhiyi’'s viewpoint, eka-citta is genuine or false; but after a famous
controversy about the feature of eka-citta that took place within the Tiantai sect in the Song
dynasty, the “left wing” thought that eka-citta was genuine, while the “right wing”
considered it false. As a result, the right wing won the controversy, so that the argument
prevails till today that eka-citta is false and &amatha-vipaSyan just means watching in the
false citta.
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