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A Bibliographical Study of the
Writings of Wang Yuan

(A Summary)

Man-hon Tsui

Wang Yuan T 7§ (1648-1710), one of the important intellectual figures in the early Qing
period, has not received much scholarly attention until recently. A prolific writer, he was
interested in prose and poetry writing, statecraft ideas, historical study, military tactics,
geography, classics, literature, and others. Since Wang Yuan was one of the disciples of the
“School of Yan-Li” (Yan-Li xuepai 2622 R), his writings can demonstrate the thought and
scholarship of this school and the intellectual development of the early Qing period.

However, probably because of the political taboo of the case of Nanshan ji F§ Ll %, no
systematic inventory of the works of Wang Yuan was made after his death. As a result, the
number of his extant writing is always mistakenly underestimated while some of his lost
works reported by scholars are still kept in various librariesin mainland China. They will be
fully examined in this paper. Several questions concerning his works will be addressed, such
as the number of hislost or extant manuscripts, the circulation and discrepancy of different
editions of his writings and unpublished works, and the process of the compilation and
publication of most of his writings.
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