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A Study of the Word Z#0ng E Meaning
“Iteration” Found in the S//and
Modern Cantonese

(A Summary)

Ho Che Wah

The word zhong T, meaning “iteration” in ancient times, can be used as a verb or a com-
parative adverb. Examples are found in the Shiji and other ancient works. This meaning is
preserved in modern Cantonese only.

Having conducted a comparative study of the examples found in the Shiji and modern
Cantonese, this article points out the inaccuracy in commentaries and vernacular translations
of the Shiji by scholars not understanding this meaning of the word. This article also
illustrates the rel ationship between the two characters ¥ and ff that have the same meaning
found in modern Cantonese, and shows that the latter, which is widely used in the dialect
today, is borrowed from the former which has its root in ancient times.
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