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The Composition of S/Huvangxi Za/fand Political
Debates during the Early Years of Ming Shizong’s
Reign: A Research on the Background of the “Shu

Cligue Controversy,” the “Border Incident Case,” and
Wang Qiong'’s Political Rehabilitation

(A Summary)

Hu Jixun

This paper is focused on the political issues relating to the composition of an unofficial
historical record: the Shuangxi zaji # X f#C (Miscellanea by the Two Rivers) written by
Wang Qiong T ¥, a prominent minister of the middle Ming dynasty. Through discussing
why this book was written and how it was released to the public, and what had happened in
the Ming court during the early years of Ming Shizong's reign, the author seeks to
demonstrate that the book was written with strong political motivations. The writer, Wang
Qiong, who had been exiled from the court, wrote this book to attack his political rivals, so
as to change his fate. The political fallout, which included the “Shu clique controversy (%
#),” the “Border Incident Case (¥ ~ 5ik),” and the debate about Wang Qiong’s return to
the court service, were deeply affected by the revelation of this book. The Shuangxi zaji
therefore cannot be regarded as a thoroughly trueful history record. We should be aware of
its political backdrop and exercise prudence in using it for research.
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