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“Death Resulting from Rejection of Marriage” :
A Case Study on the Sudden Death of
Ye Xiaoluan (1616—1632)

(A Summary)

Wong Juen-kon

Ye Xiaoluan, the author of literary collection Fansheng xiang (Revival after Death),
was a well-known female writer in the late Ming dynasty. She died six days before her
wedding day and her death was said to be the result of her studying Buddhism. This
paper investigates the cause of Ye Xiaoluan’s death by analyzing her history of adoption
and the essays written by her family members. Besides using the traditional technique of
textual analysis, a psychological explanation on her mental health will also be considered.
The conclusion is that Ye Xiaoluan may have died of depression and long term anorexia
nervosa because of her rejection to her marriage to Zhang Liping.

B - ME 8 (rPPEf) #

Keywords: Ye Xiaoluan, depression, Wumeng tang ji, Chan Buddhism
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