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Riding the River Home: A Complete and Annotated Translation of Fan Chengda’s (1126—
1193) Diary of a Boat Trip to Wu (Wuchuan Lu). By James M. Hargett. Hong Kong:
Chinese University Press, 2008. Pp. xi + 302. $55.00.
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Chun-shu Chang and Joan Smythe, South China in the Twelfth Century: A Translation of Lu
Yu’s Travel Diaries, July 3—December 6, 1770 (Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, 1981).
James M. Hargett, On the Road in Twelfth Century China: The Travel Diaries of Fan
Chengda (1126-1193) (Stuttgart, Germany: Franz Steiner Verlag Wiesbaden, 1989).
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I descended the mountain, entered a small lane, and reached the Extensive

Prosperity Cloister. Inside it there is a watery grotto. In the silence of the grotto
from time to time I heard the clanking sound of metal and jade. It was a tinkling-

* Ibid., pp. 45-61.
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like sound, clear and loud. I do not know how dripping water can make such
a sound. The former name of this grotto was Clink-Clank Waters. Because of
this the cloister was called Clink-Clank Cloister. Shangu changed its name to
Rectangular Chimes Grotto. He wrote a poem that goes: “Men of ancient times
called it the Clink-Clank Waters; It has clanked and clinked from ancient times
until today. Now I’ve changed the name to Rectangular Chimes Grotto; It is
essential to know that the scene here is clear and melodious.” (pp. 57-58)
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In the very center of the globe was a hollow of concentrated brightness. Each of
us onlookers saw our forms in the hollow and bright spot, without the slightest
detail hidden, just as if we were looking in a mirror. If you raise a hand or move
a foot, the reflection does likewise. And yet you will not see the reflection of the
person standing right next to you. The monk said: “This is the Body-absorbing
Light.” When the light disappeared, winds arose from the mountains in front and
the clouds scurried about. In the wind and clouds there again appeared a huge,
globular form of light. It spanned across several mountains, exhausting every
possible color and blending them into a beautiful array. The plants and trees on
the peaks and ridges were so fresh and alluring, so gorgeous and striking, that
you could not look at them directly. When the clouds and fogs have scattered
and only this light remains shining, people call it a “Clear-Sky Manifestation.”
(pp. 66-67)
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Provincial Patriots: The Hunanese and Modern China. By Stephen R. Platt. Cambridge,
MA and London, England: Harvard University Press, 2007. Pp. 278. $49.95/£32.95.
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