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Shanghai Splendor: Economic Sentiments and the Making of Modern China, 1843—1949.
By Wen-hsin Yeh. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2007. Pp.
xiii + 305. $55.00 cloth, $24.95 paper.
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Pattern and Person: Ornament, Society, and Self in Classical China. By Martin J. Powers.
Cambridge, MA and London, England: Harvard University Asia Center, 2006. Pp. xvi +
374. $49.95/£32.95.

When I was asked to review Professor Powers’s book, I was a little concerned because
of my fairly weak understanding of the questions related to “Classical China.” Someone
who specializes in the Ming-Qing period is often ill-equipped to understand the very
different set of issues concerning that remote period of the history of China. My worries
were however put to rest very quickly as I started reading the book: Martin Powers makes
sure at every step that the unfamiliar readers are given more than enough information to
understand and make their way through the concepts explored by this enlightening book.
My near-ignorance of the subject and the period, and the brilliance of the book, pushed
me to write as detailed as possible an account of its content, as a result this book review
might seem longer than usual for that sort of exercise. Similarly, not wanting to miss
any of the ideas developped by the author, I took the most straightforward approach and
simply reviewed each chapter in turn.

In this book, Professor Powers tackled an extremely ambitious project, namely “to
write an extended meditation on the cognitive dimension of art: how artefacts encode
basic propositions about what it means to be a person” (p. i). Rather than embarking on

4 JU R ¢ B A2 AL 2007 4E o L R] 222 H 3 SRR AT & > Chinese Professionals and the
Republican State: The Rise of Professional Associations in Shanghai, 1912—1937 (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2001) > {H 3 ST A G $5 B i € 5Tl AR — 3 -
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