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A Study of Lan Jizong, A Senior Eunuch in Early
Northern Song Dynasty

(A Summary)

Koon-wan Ho

This article traces the life and career of Lan Jizong ¥ 4% 5% (960-1036), a senior eunuch
in early Northern Song dynasty. Through this case study, we might be able to further
explore the complex role played by eunuchs in Song politics which has been overlooked
or oversimplified by scholars.

Lan Jizong served in the Song court since Emperor Song Taizu (r. 960-976), the
dynastic founder, and was promoted to the post of Chief Eunuch during the reign of
Emperor Song Jenzong (r. 1022-1063). His more than sixty years of inner court service
gave him the unusual opportunities to witness the fierce power struggle within and outside
the Song court since the founding of the dynasty. Lan captured this author’s attention
because according to Sima Guang’s ] Jf; important memoir Shushui jiwen JR/KFCH he
was in fact the original source of nine accounts about early Song politics. These accounts
were adopted by later historians.

Throughout his career, Lan had been entrusted by his master to all types of duties
including the construction of Imperial Tombs, management of the Imperial Treasury
and the logistic work of the Sacred Texts Ceremony. He was proved to be competent,
honest and loyal. Although his talent was greatly appreciated by both Emperor Zhenzong
(r. 997-999) and Empress Dowager Liu (regent 1022-1033), and was perceived by his
colleagues as one of the favourites of his master, he carefully avoided involvement in any
factional strifes among the courtiers. According to the author of the Song shi K%, Lan
possessed the wisdom of survival. Lan was a gifted archer, but he was not assigned to any
military assignments by his master in his entire life. He could be categorized as a “civilian
eunuch” rather than a “military eunuch.”

Lan’s case is also noteworthy that his two adopted sons, Lan Yuanyong &7
(7-1055) and Lan Yuanzhen B C7E (?-1077), later also advanced to the post of Deputy
Chief Eunuch. The case of the Lan family suggests that a kind of “eminent family” did
exist among the eunuchs in the Song dynasty.

Bl : B BUE QKD KIS SRS

Keywords: Lan Jizong, Lan Yuanzhen, Shushui jiwen, Emperor Song Zhenzong, Empress
Dowager Liu
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