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An Investigation of the “Zhu zi” Chapter in the
Wenxin diaolong by Liu Xie

(A Summary)

Yiu To Sang

This investigation seeks to address the following questions: (1) The “Zhu zi” 7 ¥ (Various
Thinkers) chapter in the Wenxin diaolong C.U>HEHE presents works that recorded the
authors who had ru Dao jianzhi A% RiE (transcended to the Dao and shown their ideal).
Their prose is mainly unrhymed. However, besides the nature of the prose, what reason
did Liu Xie #i# compose the “Zhu zi” chapter and place it in the part named “Xu bi”
BEE (discussion on unrhymed writing)? (2) Is the principle of fuli yi jutong H{FDLIE:
4 (discussing the general characteristics of each writing), one of the four principles of
lunwen xubi i SCHUZE (discussion on rhymed writing and unrhymed writing) raised in the
“Xu zhi” ¥ chapter, be applicable to reading the “Zhu zi” chapter? The answer to the
first question is that zi is not a genre but a kind of literature. Liu Xie’s aim in composing
the “Zhu zi” chapter is to encourage people to produce zishu {2 (works of thinkers).
The answer to the second question is that the principle is still applicable. The nature of
the Wenxin diaolong is complicated. Although many scholars classified it in the jibu 53
(category of literary works), some scholars placed it in the zibu -3 (category of works
of thinkers). Liu Xie actually treated the Wenxin diaolong as a zishu.

BRsdE 0 GET) BOHLIELT GWOURE H R
Keywords: “Zhu zi,” discussing the general characteristics of each writing, discussion on
rhymed writing and unrhymed writing, bibliographic study
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