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Works of the Three Lius and Humanism in the
Northern Song Dynasty

(A Summary)

Wong Kuan Io

Works of the Three Lius is a collection of the extant writings of Liu Huan (1000-1080),
his son Liu Shu (1032-1078), and grandson Liu Xizhong (1059-1120) assembled by
later scholars. Their own works are thin in volume; the present collection includes poems
and essays praising the virtuous behaviour of the three men written by Northern Song
celebrities such as Sima Guang and Su Shi.

In the present essay, the literary and scholarly achievements, together with the
virtuous conducts of the three Lius are enumerated and discussed. Their characters, as
shown in the Works of the Three Lius, are hailed as “pure as snow and strong as jade,”
exhibiting the exemplary humanistic paragons of the Northern Song literati. Later in
Southern Song times, men of letters such as Zhi Xi and Yang Wanli exerted great efforts
in completing and reconstructing the three gentlemen’s residence to preserve their legacy.
It has since become a cultural relic attracting numerous visitors.

B - C=BIRE) NSO L Bl B BIsEh

Keywords: Works of the Three Lius, humanism, Mount Lu, Liu Huan, Liu Shu, Liu
Xizhong
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