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Life in Kaifeng under Jurchen Siege, 1126—-1127

(A Summary)

Leung Wai Kei

In the early twelfth century, Emperor Song Huizong (%% (r. 1101-1125) was eager to
recover the Sixteen Prefectures #t 25 1 75 M ceded to Liao during the Later Jin 1% %
dynasty. He advocated a new diplomatic policy: “alliance with Jin to destroy Liao” ¥ 4
J% 7% . However, the Song armies were defeated by Liao’s defense troops from the
southern capital Yanjing € 7. Song then asked Jin to support them to occupy the city.
The incident exposed the weakness and incompetence of the Song army. In 1125, Jin
launched an attack on Song. The result is that Song and Jin concluded and signed a peace
treaty, and the crisis came to an end. Later, Jin accused Song of violating the peace treaty
and resumed offensive. Having failed to resist the Jurchen armies, Kaifeng fell and the
two Song emperors became captives. How do historians evaluate the incident? Some
studies emphasize the incident’s impact on Song’s political situation. Other studies focus
on the battle of Kaifeng to apprehend the development of armament in the early twelfth
century. However, historians seldom pay close attention to a pivotal question: What
happened in Kaifeng under Jurchen siege? This paper aims to explore the people’s life in
Kaifeng between 1126 and 1127. It is divided in three parts: the first part elaborates the
battle of Kaifeng, the second part discusses Song officials’ reaction to the fall of Kaifeng
and the termination of Song rule, and the third part is focused on the people’s life in

Kaifeng.
Bstw : PAE HoE KGE RAE WEEUE

Keywords: Kaifeng, Huizong, Qinzong, Zhang Bangchang, alliance with Jin to destroy
Liao
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