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John Knoblock, Xunzi: A Translation and Study of the Complete Works (Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press, 1994), p. 18.

© 000000 The Chinese University of Hong Kong



UOO0b0O0b000000 Journal of Chinese Studies No. 53 - July 2011

CHIT « K ) [ BRI - B R ff sl 175

B R 2 A o CREEIREY) B IEE TR 2 MR - I MR 30 A
[ L TR T TEk 2w | TR s | B H Rl Al R AR
WIEFEHRXBE o RRTEEGH T s RIREZ MR FES  [1RE - JBRIKR
B MRMERIE > MRS o B EITME] > MR o | RARTELAEEE
Tiigim R AR MBI B o A > SRECE TR IR S - [HRE » HimsF R -
WoOmEMEl > B EEEMANEE ) ERAR BERERESHRI AL
[ S NG LI s Ty B s | o iR a2 e R RIRE » (s - SO AD) « /AR
H B ER THALBIIGE - GREL TR | RS CHIT S « [H 2
R 2205 o |0 REH O RERE A MR DUHIB IR 5ol o SR 5%
AEER 52 > W AT IR T R I IR - 5 52 0 BT DR A2 A o S T 0 1) R D - RS
W WARMEBEARGE] . HEINAHSE -

BREAETI R ) - TR | 2369l eI R - FE - BEZA - HRETI K
ZERTR KM o FER0E DR E AT o IR E R o ST R > B R R R
BEM > FMINMFE T TR 236 o SR » b URER R R > 5B E s
ot T IUIE AR AR R S SCFE o U R TR R R - R
- WA T ANEVE (R ER B o ) T - RS THER
Br o PR E TR | R Tl AT > Bk AR E R | R
W2 TRE | BHLBGT - Ki) TR - [RE ]S ESRGE B
W > BLRR R SCREIEEMT

ORGSR GEEEME) (R VLRRE AR NG F IR E LA 5 19854F) s BAZ T > B
“LF (H2E 705)

T RBEEAT CHI TR (AR EEIE (4RI CIESRASTRAT TAERD (226« ssc bat > 1977
) E76) Rk B GREREER) A CEESR M8 T4 > B 13) 333 A
DA TR LIRS TR | - BRE OIS o SR > RAEWI R, BLCEF - KD FX2F
EH EHRAFMG > AMESHAEIRI B DATRRZHIF > F4&@WTY LT
3CF o

O R GEIR) - GEIT) (R LSRR B U > 2001 4F) 5 B 433 o

OB (EITRGEY (BYW - EREE - 20064F) 5 B 206 -

POPRE ) (b hIER > 19624F) 5 EH 122

PSRN E RN E N5 EREE R R E) - () 1978
FEE2HE  HS5-9 e

e (FRL - BSCEN R AN 5 B AR (1815) B9 B B R CH SRR A
19854) » HH > H+—_L (BEH905) -

BOCHREEEL) > CFERIEEY A - S > B —F (BE98) o

© 000000 The Chinese University of Hong Kong



UOO0b0O0b000000 Journal of Chinese Studies No. 53 - July 2011

176 ] 5 2

= |3
= > i

2
PR SCEIB S 2 > MRk DA E WUE AT - BRI R EARE o RS - B
A /N 22 T B A RO SR+ B R B S T 7 1 2 M BRI > A8 T AE S 2
H— WG A R e e — BR[| o SR - BRI K 2 R - HoLhiss
2o WRAERREE  RRTJORE | o VR — B E R h 2RIk - M R R T
AR 8 K SR P B T T o R TR | ISR TR ) o R - PR 998 AN IR B
2R BT MRS R - R F ORI s A R > BRI o

LR RERCGH TR = - TR - 18 EEHA B % o |07 2H DU
Frig s e R R E R > MARE - SUSEIES T2 WA E - [EK - 1BHAE
VEHL o | AN AL KT R R R W R S GRS > HB VAN > HE R A TR
B THiE TR KRR R A SE AR - RIATE R B N R o PRI IR A R
ST I A TR | Iy I T 5 TRRISEE o | = E 8
HAHE o PRUETRENFEA - ST HE CH TR0 3Tam) o8« [ ERVE » R AT B S B A B vk Hh
MBS o P R FHERA B R o Chit - RE®R): [EBEH - Alat -
W W BEEBER o | R BT REE T > AR RE TR BRORNE | > 1 B
UT > SIS R B R o W R T TRRR - KIS IRl R R BRI A PR 2 B
G o WNOIERIRE TR BROn R A PR SR A > Bk R L AR TR R ]
(BRI THERE TR 2B -

o s
==

7
sImo

. .
M SRERS

HTHIBREZHER] S BEES  THER AR SWHE2Z - B BiEK -
BRI TR TR SGET IR 2 ] > QIR TR # > THEmER T
TR T IS o (6 R SCEBA S 2 W ok s 4 RRE - A0 (] 3 Bt 46
ORB AT o L% L TR B M BR A 8 iR 2 T I A A R R A g R
B REDU R AR RAREN o KBS AR 1A RERTER —FBOEA
IR K SR T RBE > A AR U R A2 6 AR RE N Z Al - GRRKER - JEA
LAY TEMA G > HERR & > BEME - 17 25 FRER 2 KEERE
TR T 4B o

O JbRTRETER - ETHE) - E 331 -

T dgEgEE - A - BRRET - (BT GEM BN AR > 19954F) » B 355
Bl (T (dbE 0 AR SCER B R > 19584F) 5 83 -

YR (TR (Z2b  SCHH AL - 19944F) - E{ 230 o

P B CRELY (dbst o PTEESE . 19594F) > E{1336 ¢

OCEEERY > B B SF (MH 142) o

© 000000 The Chinese University of Hong Kong



UOO0b0O0b000000 Journal of Chinese Studies No. 53 - July 2011

CEIT « K ) [ BRI - B R ff sl 177

WA R DA T L ) 2 TR ) > 5 i 25 T AR E ) 38 > e it R BRS8N I 288 > 4
Homer H. Dubs i [ & [ -~ AR - 'I%EZ%E,J B2 & © “When stars fall or the
sacred tree groans...strange stars seen in groups.” B SR AR B (5 7 i et [ % | 5 T 3% |
Fo FUGRMEHFEZE - AR NE > QI REW -

[EB ] TRRE I —FEER

BRI R — I B i REEINIT S TR Z RIS - CREw) & ¢
[~ RIS > BIAER e JERH 2 5~ B2t %Z i%ﬁz JXz: PR
B2~ K2 R 8 B2 - M2 FEEW - [BUTERK - KE] %5
[Rithz 5~ i) > AiMEE T Z > SNBREE /ﬁﬂ,ﬁ\mﬁﬂﬁ BRI o (i
B fENTRF) &

TANER A TR BREM o SNERER - WRHR > JEAL o JH Ry s S
TR REAME - B [RMFEE 2 FXGAE? JBH  [SEB2RE - W]
ERAEL > BRI AR - DRITE ANE - [HKM « RER2H > B
XIFFA A, o XA o BORHCEE R o ]

LAY RO TR s AL LA A R TS TR R 2 | ~ TR XA | - R T X A
FBIRM > EGE T - K —80 (K FXE T EWECE - B2
(R > M 5 bR TR o HIR AR — s MERR A o JF)?%%‘FL@W(%JWL%EJ
BB | WA BT T X A (R BUEENZS : [ RIGEH » ABIELRE -
FSET o JIHIRBL A f8) TRl B 2 o > FE s IXI T2 o %mmAJ%>Eu$aA
PR > R BT TR - RIS TR 2 A )& - E(AE S [Aa TR
o R o REER 2 H ] o AR SCHESRARRE o R A BERE TBRA | > W3k
FHRET R E > HEHIERE - [HE FNE -
%1Eﬂ&<%$k2—zf%&>>ﬁ/%a/\+fxﬁfFEE?%ﬂJT‘EzE C T HEPE A BN AR
HEMRFHEDZRB 2R > REARENX o HiT - K I8s - TREZK - &
T R 8 B2l M EEEN - .JJZ“TE%EEJTLJE(E{@ CEIT)
TS SCFE AR AT o AT LASE B o UL > CHI T - RERD) TR F > TR
B PEE R MR B REME - (AE) ETEA TRE CGRE - KAt

22

Homer H. Dubs, The Works of Hsiintze (London: Arthur Probsthain, 1928; reprint, Taipei:
Ch’eng-wen, 1966), pp. 179-80.
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Dubs, The Works of Hsiintze, p. 179.

Burton Watson, Hsiin Tzu: Basic Writings (New York: Columbia University Press, 1963), p.
83.
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3¢ “Instrumental recording of electrophonic sounds from Leonid fireballs” » & H /i &
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78 . . . .
“Meteor appearance is, in some occasions, accompanied by a sound event on the ground.

Acoustic effects of the meteors can be divided into two distinct groups: normal sounds (e.g.
hypersonic booms) and electrophonic sounds (anomalous sounds or electrophones). The normal
sound is an acoustic wave generated by the meteor airburst in the lower atmosphere, which
propagates at the speed of sound. For this reason it is heard a few minutes after the appearance
of the meteor. Electrophonic sounds lack retardation effects and are generally heard
simultaneously with the meteor’s appearance. These sounds, therefore, cannot be explained by
an ordinary acoustic propagation.” Goran Zgrabli¢ et al., “Instrumental Recording of
Electrophonic Sounds from Leonid Fireballs,” Journal of Geophysical Research 107, no. A7
(2002), p. SIA 11-1.

PR ARITAE ~ ZEEAS 1 (20044F 12 A 11 F BN B BRI I HUTE & A9RER AT > (7S
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2 “For more than 200 years large meteors entering the atmosphere have been observed to produce

audible sounds simultaneously with the optical flash. Since sound waves travel much slower
that visible light, the only explanation was that electromagnetic waves produced by the meteors
induce a vibration in a transducer close to the observer, producing an audible sound, known as
electrophonics.” Colin Price and Moshe Blum, “ELF/VLF Radiation Produced by the 1999
Leonid Meteors,” Earth, Moon, and Planets 82 (2000), p. 545.

® “This low frequency wave could induce oscillations, vibrations, and sounds from many objects

near the observer. Hence, any electrically conducting body (plants, hair, wires, metal sheets,

speakers, fences, spectacles, etc.) could vibrate at audible frequencies, giving the observer the
perception that the sound was produced by the meteor.” Ibid.
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ZITHIRIAAK | o 5 F 2 > W F 2 LRI A B S AT B 00 2 3 8 ER AN > E R T
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© 000000 The Chinese University of Hong Kong



O0O0bO0O0b00dOnon Journal of Chinese Studies No. 53 - July 2011
190 fil 5 2

TEWE R YR 2 5% BT 3 R T A Y AT 2 A B o I U B e L
BN UGS > 3R B A AT T A 5B (medium) K 5 M IE T fRRE A
AT J0 00 3 75 S I 2 N0 A [ R B LA o G SR AP TR e RBIE - R
o MMM T 5 - TR 2 ARG AR AR - E MR A~ KIS WsEB
A A SRS > 22BN B R AVE o R T A 2 R T AR 2 R
PEEE WL 2 W g (transducer) ? ZR A AEUN N Z MR - B A SRR 2SR g 2
A S B I D 0 A R BT M A AR B 2 35S G SR AR 2 W > A AR I R
FrhZ EFHBRE WA AR - PRI I E SR R 2 R
BEWARYE > B IRSE BN o BORLTE T2 WE B RO SR > RT3 B kit i > 8
7 [ R R R A ) 0 35 T 8 8 o Y 800 ) — 7 ) VA 8D - P R MR S ) o 3 0 i —
[G] e 8 SRE J7 1)  Hh R B SRR RE ) o AR AR B BURR B o S LU B R
(BRI ) 775 0 22 SRUP G o TR > MO T B e Tt s - (o A 2 O Al 2 B D
A 5 o TG A0 T 30 L AR o R R R TE AR o M R R A b i
Mg 2 SLIRSH AN - HLT S AR R R B 2 0 AR RS 5 SR AR B AR S 2 B
S L SRR T o M T I 5 A AR R 2 B AR K o

% A Goran Zgrabli¢ 25 5 1999 4F 11 H 18 H Ml 1 J3 i B W /R th 2 WF s il o » |
4w N EL Price F1 Blum — 2 © [ MUK B2 (RN 250 BF%%) 5 b Tl i
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Zgrablic 25 B VE A0 BRI R T BRI M T B 35 2 T LTI [ARIE B A > HENE
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¥ “Two low-frequency ‘pop’-like electrophonic sounds (frequency dispersion below 250 Hz)

were unambiguously attributed to the simul-taneously observed meteors. They were recorded
by two spatially and acoustically separated microphones and reported by two observers for the
first electrophone and six for the second.” Goran Zgrabli¢ et al., “Instrumental Recording,”
p. SIA 11-8.
% “For our investigations, the electrophonic reports of a special interest are: °...slight explosions,
which usually resembled the noise of a child’s pop-gun....The meteors which afforded these
sounds...passed below the tops of the trees...giving a “pop” just before they reached the

trees.”” Ibid., p. SIA 11-2.
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A Study of the Meaning of the Expression “Xingzhui
muming” in the “Tian lun” Chapter of the Xunzi

(A Summary)

Ho Che Wah

In the “Tian lun” K chapter of the Xunzi #j T the expression “xingzhui muming” 2 X
B was used to describe some rare astronomical phenomena. Many attempts have been
made to gloss it. Yang Jing #{il of the Tang dynasty, for instance, takes “xingzhui” as
meaning “the change of the heaven and earth” and “muming” as “the conversion of the
vin and yang.” A research group from the Department of Philosophy at Peking University
working on the Xunzi takes “xingzhui muming” as meaning “the sacred trees planted
around the altar making strange sounds amid the heavy wind, and the whole country is
seized with a panic.” Their commentary, however, has created much doubt. We cannot
help but wonder why a fact as simple as trees making sounds in the heavy wind would
have caused such a panic, even though the ancients possessed little knowledge in the
natural science. Thus it is very likely that the meaning of the expression has not yet been
fully explored. With the aid of recent astronomical findings, this article raises a new
point: the expression was in fact used by Xunzi to describe only a certain astronomical
phenomenon.

Bgs . R RKam) [REORIG] WA EA A

Keywords: “Tian lun” chapter of the Xunzi, “xingzhui muming,” meteor, aerolite, sacred
tree
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