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Chang Gun’s Imperial Edicts and Their Impact on
Prose Writing in the Mid-Tang Period

(Abstract)

Qu Jingyi

Soon after the rebellion by An Lushan and Shi Siming in the eighth century, there was an
urgent desire among the intellectuals in China for a restoration of power to the Tang court
and a pragmatic application of Confucian thought to state governance. Such an ideological
inclination also found its parallel in the literary arena. Chang Gun (729-783) was an
outstanding example of this new trend in prose writing. His imperial edicts addressed a
variety of issues in politics and culture, both domestic and in relation to foreign affairs.
And, under his influence, a new generation of wenru came into being, i.e. scholars
who were Confucian by training, skillful officials in court, and accomplished writers of
imperial edicts.
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