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Known for “Attacking the Eunuchs”: Famous Courtier
Wang Shu’s Political Activities and His Political
Image Building in the Ming Chenghua Period

(Abstract)

Wu Zhaofeng

Wang Shu F !, a well-known courtier in mid-Ming dynasty, was famous for “attacking

the eunuchs” and brave admonishment of the emperor. Instead of reaffirming Wang’s
integrity, this article focuses on the political actions concerning which Wang remonstrated
with the emperor, as well as the background and process of how he earned fame with the
objective of “Attack the Eunuchs.” At the time Wang Shu became an officer, he seldom
expressed severe criticism of eunuchs, and by 1476, he was not known by other officials.
However, Shang Lu P#%, a senior grand secretary of cabinet, discussed the proposal of
setting up the governor of Yunnan to suppress the increasing power of Guardian Eunuch
Qian Neng #£HE who had become notorious for his illegal acts. Wang Shu, who was
appointed to the governor position, endeavoured to impeach Qian for his widespread
malfeasance, and he therefore became known far and wide. The fame coupled with lashing
out at the eunuchs inspired Wang Shu to make more efforts to criticize the eunuchs and
educate the emperor. Although Wang’s action did not have practical effect, his reputation
was further promoted by a group of literati, and Wang Shu himself acquiesced to the
exaggerated compliments by others. This article finally finds that the real aim of building
Wang Shu’s political image by those literati and Wang himself was probably to increase
momentum and muster public opinion for Wang getting into the cabinet.
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political image building
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