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Expression of Judgement, Historiography,
Narration, Ancient Chinese Prose, and
Comparing Events and Categorizing Phrases:
The Theoretical Foundation of Traditional
Chinese Narratology

(Abstract)

Chang Kao Ping

To research traditional Chinese narratology, scholars usually use Western theories and
focus on plots, images, dialogues, viewpoints, and themes. As a result, native Chinese
scholars can only passively respond to Western theories of narratology. In fact, there
are inherently plentiful documents, successive creations, and concrete groundworks
of theories to rebuild traditional Chinese narratology. Moreover, the famous classicist
Zhang Xuecheng in the Qing dynasty indicated that comparing events and categorizing
phrases, the composing method of Chungiu, is the key to investigate Chinese narration,
historiography, ancient Chinese prose, and expression of judgement of writing. To prove
Zhang’s outlook that comparing events and categorizing phrases is the core purpose of
Chungiu, this study considers Chungiu, Zuozhuan, and Shiji as the origin of traditional
Chinese narratology and uses the narrative studies of Zhang Xuecheng, Fang Bao, Jin
Shengtan, and Liu Zhiji as proofs. Then we will find the historiography in the expression
of judgement in Chungiu affects the following compositions, showing diverse features of
biographical expression, the art of narration, and rules and principles in ancient Chinese
prose. In addition, we can find the influence of the core purposes of Chungiu upon the
expression of judgement, historiography, narration, and ancient Chinese prose: (1) the
writing rule of accepting or rejecting historical data becomes the complementary way
of detailed or abbreviated descriptions; (2) the written arrangement of historical events
becomes the order of the writing sequence; (3) the writing skill of connecting words
and categorizing phrases becomes various kinds of rhetorical technique; and (4) the
historiographer’s intention to carry forward the cause and forge ahead into the future
becomes the style of arrangement, the geography of creation. In brief, traditional Chinese
narratology values discursive presentation rather than the story itself. Therefore, we
can figure out the difference between the theoretical foundation of traditional Chinese
narratology and Western narratology which pays more attention to objective stories.

Keywords: narration expression of judgement of writing  historiography
ancient Chinese prose  comparing events and categorizing phrases
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