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Liu Yuanging’'s Alternative between Official Life and
Eremitism, and the Compilation of Daxue xinbian
in the Wanli Period of the Ming Dynasty

(Abstract)

Lin Zhan

This article focuses on Lin Yuanqing’s experience in the Wanli period (1573—-1620) of the
Ming dynasty, when he was offered an official position and finally resigned his tenure. In
this case, we can see how the political dilemmas in this period influenced intellectuals.
Liu decided to take up the official position after having been nominated for Academician
of the Imperial College. Before serving in this position, Liu had expected to achieve his
political plan during this tenure, but soon he was transferred to the Ministry of Rites and
had to confront the debate between the emperor and the officials, especially concerning
the foundation of the state and the assessment of officials in the capital. Facing such
great pressures, Liu adjusted his strategy and, to express his political opinions in silence,
found an appropriate response by compiling the book Daxue xinbian for the emperor.
Finally, this book could not achieve the expected effect, and Liu resigned his tenure
disappointedly.

Keywords: Liu Yuanqing be recommended for an official position
alternative between official life and eremitism  Daxue xinbian
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