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High Evaluation to Xu Shen and Zheng Xuan on
the Basis of Sima Qian and Ban Gu:
Wang Qisun’s Criticism of the Qian-Jia School
and Its Meanings

(Abstract)

Tsai Chang-lin

Flourishing during the Qian-Jia period, Wang Qisun was a representative literary
figure. His life story and acquaintances, personal ethical standards, achievements in
literature and calligraphy, even his criticism of the academic atmosphere at that time,
were important markers of the Qian-Jia academic landscape. However, perhaps due
to his having been defined as a writer, the majority of research about him focuses
on his achievements in poetry, essays or even classical prose; while his academic
achievements and values, which are actually great research problems about the aca-
demia of mid-Qing dynasty, have not yet been fully understood and assessed. That
includes the criticisms of academic phenomenon of that day reflected in his poems
and essays, his academic opinions motivating these criticisms and his life choices
as a scholar, which not only show his personality characteristics, but also reflect the
complicated phenomena of academia in the mid-Qing dynasty. So, the purpose of
this paper is not to emphasize his literary achievements, styles, and his position in
the literature history of Qing dynasty, but to find related discussions about academic
judgements and life pursuits that exist within his massive academic comments, and
then to place these discussions into the academic transition after the mid-Qing dy-
nasty and to analyse their implications for himself and their subsequent academic
influences.

Keywords: Wang Qisun  Han school Song school Sima Qian Ban Gu
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