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Jianyang Shuhu and Print Workshops
in the Ming Dynasty

(Abstract)

Li Zigui

Jianyang was one of the most important centres for woodblock-printed books in the
Ming dynasty. The print workshops (shufang & 3fj) in Jianyang were well known
for their contribution in commercial publishing, while their institutional origin in
the Ming household registration system has remained relatively obscure. This paper
unveils the dual role of woodblock printers in Jianyang: serving the government as
corvée labour and serving the market as book publishers. In the early Ming, these
woodblock printers were assigned as shuhu =5 (book household), to undertake the
massive reprinting and distribution of official publications for the government. This
background and its development had a fundamental influence on the commercial
boom of woodblock-printed books in the Ming dynasty.

Keywords:  Jianyang print workshops  shuhu  distribution system of official
publications  book history in the Ming dynasty
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