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The Thought and Practice of Zheng Guanying’s
“Immortal Way” and “World Salvation”:
An Evaluation of His Influence on and Place in the
Development of Daoism during the Late Qing and
Early Republican Period

(Abstract)

Lai Chi Tim

The present article investigates Zheng Guanying’s relentless and pious belief in Daoist
cultivation as well as the positive meaning and influence brought by his engagement with
the project of national salvation. In 1921 (Republican 10), Zheng Guanying published
the Shengshi weiyan houbian Bt 15 F 1% 4, whose opening juan, named Daoshu 1T,
recorded ninety-nine Daoist texts, demonstrating clearly his relentless search for the Dao,
as well as his resolve and effort in and practice of Daoist cultivation.

The first part of this article, having as its point of departure Zheng Guanying’s
belief in the inseparability of the Daoist personal cultivation of the Heart (zhixin j7:L>)
and social salvation (zhishi JG1th), explores his Western studies, his participation in the
Self-Strengthening Movement, his charitable and other activities directed toward social
betterment, his life-long pursuit of substantial enterprises for solving the national crisis,
the religious spirit and motivations behind his ideal of strengthening through reforms, as
well as the root of his Daoist beliefs. As Zheng himself has put it, “the internal cultivation
of Perfect Unity” (nei xiu zhen yi [NfEHE —) and “the external application of benevolence
and righteousness™ (wai zhi ren yi /ME{-3%) form the two inseparable sides of the Daoist
cultivation of transcendence.

The second part of this article provides a detailed and concrete account of the over
fifty years of Zheng Guanying’s religious trajectory, which encompasses his visits to
masters in order to search for the Dao, his alchemical cultivation, his connection with
Daoist friends, as well as his search and reprinting of Daoist scriptures on the elixir.
Daoist works such as the Chengxian jiejing, Luofu Daihe shanfang tanxuan shicao, Luofu
shanfang xiuzhen siyao, and Daihe shanren qizhi chanhe shiji, for instance, represent
Zheng’s intention in transmitting his thoughts on the salvation of the world by means of
Daoist cultivation and the achievement of transcendence by means of the accumulation of
merits, which he pursued and upheld throughout his life.

The third part of this article, putting into perspective the development of Daoism
during the end of the Qing and the beginning of the Republican periods, presents an
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evaluation of how Zheng Guanying realized his personal goal of Daoist cultivation. This
part also discusses the modern aspects, which concern the reform of traditional Daoism.
On the one hand, as an intellectual well-versed in Chinese traditional scholarship as well
as in the newly flourishing Western studies, Zheng Guanying enthusiastically defended the
1deal of Daoist cultivation as a resource for national/world salvation. On the other hand,
he also put forward the idea that, as China faces modernization, the dissemination of
Daoist culture should also be modernized and seek reform.

The present article, filling in the research gap on the relationship between Zheng
Guanying and Daoist modern/contemporary history, takes Zheng Guanying—whose
identity was of a non-partisan, non-academic, non-sectarian lay practitioner and pious
disciple of spirit-writing altars—as a case study to discuss the significance of his
contributions to the development of Daoist reforms during the late Qing and early
Republican period.

Keywords: Zheng Guanying’s Shengshi weiyan houbian  Zheng Guanying’s
belief on the Immortal Dao ~ Zheng Guanying and Daoism  Zheng Guanying
and spirit-writing ~ Zheng Guanying and internal alchemy Fangnei sanren
Wan Qixing  Luofu shanfang xiuzhen siyao
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