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A Study of the Revoke of Wang Yangming’s
Earldom in the Early Jiajing Period

(Abstract)

Mo Dehui

In March 1529, Wang Yangming, the master philosopher, was accused of having
serious problems in his career achievements and academic contributions. Subse-
quently, his earldom and other hereditary privileges were revoked posthumously. The
reason, in the face of limited documentary records as a tabooed topic, was long
believed to be Minister Gao E’s revenge. By cross-examining the relevant records
of the incident, as well as the relationship between Emperor Jiajing and Wang, the
present study finds that there is a big difference between the results and the existing
belief. The author argues that the incident was in fact Emperor Jiajing’s way of
purging Wang’s career achievements and academic contributions, and it profoundly
affected the judgement of Gui E and the others. This important political incident after
the death of Wang Yangming is of major significance for the study of Wang’s life
and achievements, his personal relations, political experience, as well as the political
environment of the early years of the Jiajing period.
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