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The Religious Space of Temple Fairs in
Shu during the Tang-Song Period:
A Case Study of the Silkworm Fair on the
Third Day of the Third Lunar Month

(Abstract)

Kai-hsiang Hsu

This essay discusses the religious space of temple fairs in Shu during the Tang-Song
period by focusing on the silkworm fair on the third day of the third lunar month.
The silkworm fair was a new kind of commercial activity found in Tang-Song Shu.
Even though these fairs gathered near religious space, few scholars classified them
as temple fairs, and most scholars still considered them pure commercial activities.
The author uses Daoist materials in the Tang like Daojiao lingyan ji and Shenxian
ganyu zhuan, and some Song literature to analyse the transformation of the natures
of sacred and secular spaces around silkworm fairs from the Tang to the Song. In
the Tang, people entered Daoist temples just for religious purposes. There was no
relation between the silkworm fair and the Daoist temple. In the Song, some people
went to the silkworm fair to deal agricultural tools, and some went to the Daoist
temple to pray for prosperity in agriculture so as to make fortune. The Daoist temple
and the silkworm fair on the third day of the third lunar month were parallel spaces
in the Tang, but the boundary between the two was blurred in the Song due to the
commercialization of silk fabrics, which also renewed the activities on that festival.

Keywords: religious space  silkworm fair  temple fair
the third day of the third lunar month ~ Shu



