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Poetic Dwelling: Qing Loyalist Poet Shen
Zengzhi’s Final Years in Shanghai

(Abstract)

Chen Chien-Ming

Shanghai was a most modern city in the early twentieth-century China and a haven
for Qing loyalists due to political reasons. There were tensions and conflicts between
the modern city and its conservative residents. To seek a reconciliation, they used
their traditional Chinese resources in poetry writing, which, in turn, reconstructed
and reinforced their self-identity.

Shen Zengzhi (1850-1922) was one of the most typical cases, for his writings
are considered by many literary critics to be among the greatest by Qing loyalists.
Through a poet’s vision, Shen resolved the contradiction between the urban expe-
rience and the reclusive life. He viewed the towering buildings as mountains in his
works, appropriated the translated street names in the poems “Markham Road” and
“Seymour Road,” and finally, accommodated the Western world in the Chinese one.
Through a closing reading of Shen Zengzhi’s poetry, this paper aims to break the
stereotypical impression regarding the Qian loyalists. These cultural conservatives did
not live a self-restricted life in the bustling and hustling Shanghai city. Instead, their
artistic practices helped them ease their state of mind. Looking beyond the material
realm, the Qian loyalists could at last settle in a place where a waste land coincides
with a pure land.

Keywords: Shanghai  foreign concessions late Qing and early Republican periods
Qing loyalists ~ Shen Zengzhi



