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of Registers, Charts, and Scriptures of Great Existence (Dayou lutujing mu 大有籙
圖經目), partially quoted in Protocols of the Three Sovereigns (Taishang dongshen 
Sanhuang yi 太上洞神三皇儀, Daozang 803) of the early Tang:

Scrolls 1–3: Sovereign of Heaven’s [Earth, and Humanity] Esoteric Writ of the 
Registers and Charts of Great Existence 大有籙圖天〔地、人〕皇內文

Scrolls 4–6: Scripture of the Wondrous Essence of the Eight Emperors, parts 1–3 
八帝妙精經，上、中、下
Scrolls 7–9: Scripture of the Mysterious Transformations of the Eight 
Emperors, parts 1–3 八帝玄變經，上、中、下
Scrolls 10–11: Scripture of the Divine Changes of the Eight Emperors, parts 1–2 
八帝神化經，上、下
Scroll 12: Protocols of the Purification Rite of the Three Sovereigns 三皇齋儀
Scroll 13: Audience Ceremony of the Three Sovereigns 三皇朝禮
Scroll 14: Transmission Protocols of the Three Sovereigns 三皇傳授儀

Steavu analyses the various lists of injunctions, transmission codes, and liturgical 
materials associated with the Sanhuang corpus, showing their distinct sources and 
filiations. It was during the seventh century, just when the Sanhuang corpus was 
completely integrated into the Daoist Canon, that Taizong’s proscription of the text 
occurred, reiterating the cosmo-political significance of the Writ.

Steavu’s The Writ of the Three Sovereigns is, thus, a masterful study of an 
important, yet neglected, aspect of the Daoist history. He is able to show us the 
complex process by which a local tradition was integrated into the emergent Daoist 
synthesis while informing and transforming this emerging religion in profound ways. 
The significance of the notion of powerful script embodied in talismans and charts, on 
the one hand, and the notion multiplicity within unity embodied in the tripartite and 
nonary emanations of the Three Sovereigns and Nine Sovereigns, central to the Writ, 
became crucial to medieval Daoist practice and cosmology. While these notions are 
traceable to Han, and indeed pre-Han, sources and were part of the common religion, 
the Writ expresses them in a particular form that directly inspired later Daoists.
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