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An On-Site Study of “Boating and Travelling under
the Red Cliff” by Su Shi

(Abstract)

CHIEN Chin Sung

Su Shi writes at the beginning of in his work “The First Ode to the Red Cliff": “On
the sixteenth day of the seventh lunar month, in the autumn of 1082, Su was boating
and travelling under the Red Cliff with his guests.” The main waterway of the Yangtze
River, with a width of one or even two kilometres, runs turbulently, which makes it
impossible for boating at night, let alone staying there overnight on the water, until
“All the meat and fruit were finished and the dishes left in disarray. Then we all lay
down to rest together haphazardly, without knowledge of the sunrise.” What exactly
happened that night when Su was boating under the Red Cliff? By means of an on-site
study, together with poems and essays between the Tang and the Qing dynasties, a
detailed survey has been conducted of a map on the scale of 1:50,000 from the
early Republican era, the Google Earth Pro satellite map, and modern electronic maps.
After exploring the changes of rivers in the north of Red Cliff Mountain, this paper
finds out that the very place where Su was boating was actually Jiajiang, a tributary and

also the main waterway of the Yangtze River during the Song and Ming dynasties.

Keywords:  Su Shi  Red Cliff boating  Yangtze Rive  on-site study



