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A Comprehensive Interpretation of the “Qiye” from
the Manuscripts at Tsinghua University in Beijing,
with Selected Textual-critical Notes

(Abstract)

PHAM Lee moi

This article offers a comprehensive study of the “Qiye,” a Warring States
manuscript now held at Tsinghua University in Beijing. Drawing on previous
studies of this recently discovered text, it offers novel solutions for some especially
problematic passages in the context of making an overall interpretation of the
text as a whole and such analysis is applied in the later chapters to explore
deeper nuances embedded in the difficult passages in order to shed light on the
larger issues of the ideological content of the text and the purpose behind its
composition. Detailed discussion on a handful of expressions in these passages
carried by the author proves that the text is organized around five songs, all bound
by the common theme of the consumption of liquor. Enacted in a ritual setting,
the consumption of liquor is matched at every step with the steps in the process of
self-cultivation, from bettering oneself, regulating one’s household, ordering the

state, all the way to the ultimate goal of bringing peace to the world.

Keywords: The Manuscripts at Tsinghua University in Beijing “Qiye”
The Book of Odes Poetry Liquor-consumption



