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A Study of Qian Qianyi’s “Lii Liuhou Zi Shuo”
(Abstract)

NG Chi Lim

Qian Qianyi’s (Muzhai, 1582-1664) “Lu Liuhou zi shuo,” an article on the courtesy
name he bestowed upon Lii Liuliang (Wancun, 1629-1683), is a subtle and nuanced
work that has often been neglected by the academia. This study aims to provide
a possible interpretation of the article based on a close reading of its text and
an analysis of the relevant literature. This paper begins with an examination of
Qian’s description of the Lii family’s loss, thus revealing the similarities between
Li’s resistance against the Qing imperial regime and Zhang Liang’s resistance against
the Qin rule. In drawing a parallel between his contemporary and the past, Qian
provides “Lii Liuhou zi shuo” with dual connotations: implying that Lii’s reputation
is undeserved, and exhorting him to live up to the expectations that underline the
bestowed courtesy name, “Liuhou.” The article also triggers in Qian a dull heartache
and, as the narrative progresses, the subject eventually switches from Wancun to
Qian himself to express his own feelings, as his tactful advice to Lii evokes his long-
buried sorrow. With an analysis of relevant historical literature, this paper concludes
that Qian originally attributed Zhang Liang’s success to personal factors, but, after
his surrender to the Qing court, Qian changed his position and considered destiny
as the main factor instead. This can be seen as a way for Qian to defend himself and
reconcile with his guilt and distress. In addition to historical materials, this paper
also explores Lii and Qian’s thoughts by drawing on literary texts, such as poems
and prose, to shed light on the dilemma faced by these two literati figures during the

Ming-Qing transition.
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