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Shenxian xishu and the “Dual Daily Life” in
Comprehensive Daily-Use Books of the Ming Dynasty

(Abstract)

YEH Yu Hsuan

The book Shenxian xishu, published during the Edo period, is recognized by both the
Japanese magic research community and the performing arts research community as
the first magic book in Japanese history. However, what has rarely gained scholarly
notice is that Shenxian xishu demonstrates a close connection with the comprehensive
daily-use books of the Ming dynasty—from its choice of words, sentence structures,
narrative styles, to its textual composition. This article begins with a survey of the
content of the “trickery techniques” section in various Ming daily-use books. It then
explains the relationship between the Ming-dynasty Xinkan zuben Shenxian xishu
discovered in 2015 and the transmitted versions of Shenxian xishu, and goes on to
investigate the nature of “trickery techniques” and their possible social functions
and practical contexts. Through a textual approach, this article further elucidates the
process by which trickery techniques became a distinct type of specialized knowledge
since Shilin guangji. Taking trickery techniques as a point of departure, this article
challenges the perceived connection between comprehensive daily-use books and the
“commoners’ life” by exploring the ubiquitous content related to the “banquet culture”
in this kind of text, thus concluding that the readers of comprehensive daily-use books

were not the general public but mainly the literati, especially the local literati.

Keywords: xishu publishing industry in the Ming dynasty = Shenxian xishu

local literati  daily-use books






