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A Study of the Composition History of Wang Yinzhi’s
Taisui kao

(Abstract)

MA Tao

Wang Yinzhi’s 7aisui kao is an important reference work for studying the
calendrical system of the Qin and Han dynasties. It is also a window for
investigating the rise of scholarship during the Qianlong-Jiaqing period in the
Qing dynasty. Based on the information in Wang Yinzhi’s letters to his friends,
as well as some of Wang’s arguments recorded in Wan Shimei’s works, one can
conclude that Wang authored the Zziyin kao in 1814, which was later expanded
to the twenty-seven-chapter 7aisui kao (first printed in 1815), and eventually
further revised to the final, twenty-eight-chapter edition of Zaisui kao (1827).
Among these editions, a key argument in 7Zaiyin kao and the first-edition
Taisui kao—the two rules to match Taisui and Jupiter—is closely related to Xu
Zongyan and Yao Wentian’s research. Meanwhile, the clear influence of Li Rui
and Dong Youcheng on the final edition of 7aisui kao can be seen from a first-
edition copy with Li Rui’s inscriptions collected at the Shanghai Library and
another with Wang Yinzhi’s emendations at the National Library of China. The
final edition of Zaisui kao includes the new calendar of Yin/i and a new chapter
on the difference between Sima Qian’s Yin/i from that of Liu Xin’s, both of
which written in response to Dong Youcheng’s queries, whereas the discussion
on Jupiter’s synodic period, appended at the end of the book, was especially
written to counter Li Rui’s doubts. These different versions of Taisui kao
demonstrate the rich learned exchanges between Wang Yinzhi and his friends,
as well as the different understandings of the Qin-Han astronomical calendars
by scholars during the Qianlong-Jiaqing times.

Keywords:  7aisui kao  manuscripts and printed editions
scholarship during the Qianlong-Jiaqing period  synodic period of Jupiter



