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Muslims Registered in the Ming Chinese State:
A Study of Nine Families in Yingtian Prefecture Based on
the Household Registration Archives, Jiangningxian
pinminyifang huibui xiaoce (1562)

(Abstract)
ZHENG Dechang

After the collapse of the Mongol Empire, Muslims, as ethnic minorities, pledged
allegiance to the succeeding Han-Chinese regime, the Ming dynasty. Long
overlooked by researchers, Muslims who were categorized as Huibui daren under
the Ming household registration system received the comparable treatment to the
Danishmand (from Persian, referring to Muslim scholar) during the Mongol times.
Officially registered in the household archives known as Huihui xiaoce, some
Muslims and their descendants, namely the Ma’s family of Baoji Tang in the Hushu
county, Nanjing, preserved copies of some of these archives in their genealogical
records, such as those dated 1562. According to these records, thirteen Muslim
families, later registered as Huihui daren, surrendered to the Ming in 1387, after
the military failures of the Mongol general, Naya¢u. During the Yongle reign
(1403-1424), four of these families worked for the (Persian) Translating College
(Siyiguan), leaving the other nine in Jiangning county in Yingtian prefecture.
Members from these nine families, on one hand, persisted with the Islam belief,
learning Arabic and Persian while maintaining constant communications with the
“Western Region,” as seen from the hundreds of Islamic names registered. On the
other hand, they made way into Han societies by studying the Confucian classics,
taking part in civil service examinations, and organizing their Muslim clans with

the influence of Confucian ethics.

Keywords: Huihui daren Huihui xiaoce Huangce archives of household registration
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