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Reconstructing Regional Literary Communities:

From Response Poems at the Lodge of Lingering Clouds to
Autumn Reed Songs — A Huaihai Ci Anthology

(Abstract)

YU Yuming

As current scholarship on Huaihai ¢ poets has predominantly focused on
sojourning poets, the contributions of native literati have been largely overlooked,
despite recent advances in local literary studies. This study aims to help rectify this
imbalance by examining the literary activities in Yangzhou after its devastation in
1853 during the Taiping War. Through the analysis of several newly uncovered
manuscripts, especially Wang Yun’s Response Poems at the Lodge of Lingering Clouds,
this study reconstructs the scene of the 1853-1856 literary gatherings centred
around Huang Xixi, who coordinated a core group of seven literati (often known
as a tongren [F] N group, or “fellowship”) that included Wu Xizai, Fan Lingshuang,
Li Zhaozeng, Wang Yun and Wang Tan. This study also identifies Guo Kui and
Yao Zhonghai as the poets behind some of the previously unattributed ¢i works in
these manuscripts, as well as establishes Li Zhaozeng and Wang Yun’s authorship to
a few prose pieces.

Hosted at Yangzhous Ge Garden, the gatherings involved a range of literati
practices, including painting inscription, music composition, and literary writing
of different genres (shi, ci, and prose). Initially serving as wartime solace, these
gatherings eventually placed greater emphasis on the exchange of ¢; poems, as seen
from Li Zhaozeng’s 1857 preface, which was later adapted for Autumn Reed Songs
(1860). This demonstrates that the ¢ exchanges during this period had reached
a considerable scale and the gatherings became a precursor for the native Huaihai

ci poet community.



The progress from Response Poems at the Lodge of Lingering Clouds (1856) to
Autumn Reed Songs (1860) reveals a development on two levels: First, their gradual
geographical extension to Taizhou both expanded and reconfigured their regional
ties; second, their collective endeavour to inscribe contemporary local history in
their ¢ poetry contributed to a distinct regional identity. By reappropriating the
Huaihai ¢i tradition of the Jiaging—Daoguang era, they asserted their dual legacy

within the literary history and regional memory.

Keywords: Huaihai ci poets  Response Poems at the Lodge of Lingering Clouds

Autumn Reed Songs  tongren regional literary communities





