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Lingnan Culture Studies Research Paper Competition 2025-26 Award Winners

Organized by the Research Programme for Lingnan Culture, Institute of Chinese Studies, The Chinese

University of Hong Kong
—&7& First Place
744 Name 1%, CHOO Juhn Khai
EEERER i3z 17 K22 National University of Singapore
University/ Institution (FE: B30
amE H ZEF SR TS /A4S - BN RFERIL St g S
Paper Title fE (18-19 tH4)
Cross-Sea Networks and the Hakka Community in Melaka: Social
Development and Power under a Lingnan Cultural Lens, 18th - 19th
Centuries
AR SCHEEE Abstract AFEERET 7S B R 2 B RS o] s s e S Ll S A (e 220690 > FORK
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BRI EEERE IR ER S (30E - ER ANHIELEEE
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FAE BRI RIS - REHHIE ~ e lE EOFER » HREHE
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— 214 Second Place
244 Name ZrEa= LIANG Yunshi
R AJ5i K2 York University
University/ Institution ( Major: History )
amE H BBl T AV G REE ¢ REUE NG A5 R B R B
Paper Title National Epidemic, Local Story: Lay Knowledge and Popular Healing in
Republican South China
SESCHEEE Abstract This paper offers a layered account of the medical-epistemic landscape of

Republican Guangzhou by highlighting the understudied lay population
and their distinctive register of knowledge. When the nationwide cholera
epidemic struck Guangzhou in the summer of 1932, the financially strained
municipal health administration struggled to provide sufficient preventive
or curative care for all residents. Drawing on local newspapers, medical
periodicals, and recipe collections, this paper uses anecdotes as an entry
point to explore how the Cantonese population understood and responded
to the epidemic amidst this lack of professional support. I argue that the
people of Guangzhou were neither passive recipients of medical
knowledge nor facilitators of public health agendas. Instead, they actively
produced diagnostic knowledge and resorted to healing approaches
grounded in their everyday realities. Their responses were highly localized,
as people attributed the disease to regional fruit and treated it with adapted
or newly invented recipes. In this context, illness and healing were more
than medical concepts, but infused with social and cultural meanings. The
study thus illuminates social relations, cultural practices, and everyday life
of South China in the early twentieth century.
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=248 Third Place (BEZA 4915514 in no particular order)

#:4% Name VE#, SHEN Yancheng

EERRER T K2 The Chinese University of Hong Kong

University/ Institution (EE 30

s UE H BEIEER | RREEAS I BT E B R ER

Paper Title Crossing and Contemplating the Sea: The Geopolitics and Geopoetics of
Pan Feisheng’s Poetry
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#:4 Name & (& SUN Zhijian

R iRz [ER 17 K22 National University of Singapore

University/ Institution ( F{& - EEFEREE )

s U8 H LR ¢ WRE B R B AR e ~ Ao B

Paper Title Purifying Lingnan: Climate, Weisheng [Hygienic Modernity] and
Subtropical Reconstruction in Late-Qing Republican Guangzhou

SRS EE Abstract Drawing on archival materials from China and Britain, this paper re-

situates urban histories in the late-Qing and Republican Guangzhou within
a matrix of environmental, climatic, medical and Nationalist discourses.
Through in-depth case studies of sanitary improvement of town planning
and housing schemes in modern Guangzhou, it shows how
environmentalist doctrines of prevailing (Chinese and Western) medical
discourses reshaped the Chinese understanding of health and human body.
Following the 1894 plague in Guangzhou, colonial Shamian and British
Hong Kong, Chinese medical understanding was not eliminated by the
Western miasma and germ theories, but was instead transformed into a
hybrid theory of sanitary consideration towards sunlight and fresh air as
preconditions for public health. As an integral part of KMT’s nation-
building effort, Guangzhou’s environmental deficiencies were coped with
through the technocratic promotion of new building bylaws and design
guidelines. Developing the notion of “climatic regime”, it argues that
different from that in other treaty port cities like Shanghai as being
influenced by American City Beautiful Movement, modern architecture in
pre-1949 Guangzhou was more informed by sanitary concerns specifically
addressing Lingnan’s subtropical environment and climatic parameters.
However, the KMT’s promise of improving public health and livelihood
of the impoverished mass generated the uneven distribution of climatic
considerations along class disparities.
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{BE4% Honorable mentions (BE£2F4355% in no particular order)

#:4 Name {a]%#E HE Jianhua

EERRER FE A A E2 Nankai University

University/ Institution | ( & : fE$)

a8 H ALRPIEREF MY “SERRER A DUAEEE R0

Paper Title The Construction of "Lingnan Medicine" from the Perspective of Cultural
Identity: Centering on He Mengyao

EROCIEEE Abstract 20 fH&gy) “sEFEEEER” HAF IR o LUERABMESEEEE "
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244 Name Z2fkEE L1 Xinlei

BB F[AE2 Sun Yat-sen University

University/ Institution | ( & : )

s UE H (EEAAC © Dl Eise g = A RAV R F SR )

Paper Title Blossoms from Gathered Brushes: Creation and Social Exchange of
Lingnan Artists in Hong Kong and Macao During the War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression

sROCIHEE Abstract 1941—1943 £ » —+ )\ &F Eils ErRAVEER = AR - &
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#:4 Name P5& 5 RUI Junyu

EERRER F1 [ A2 Sun Yat-sen University

University/ Institution | ( & : fE$)

s SO H SR MERIERES ¢ ENEE - R BURERRREE (1899-

Paper Title 1952)
Religion, Gender, and Region: Medical Work at the Hackett
Medical College and its affiliated institutions in Canton
(1899-1952)

S Abstract HELREE - THEEN - ISR & R E R A ER R 8
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%44 Name &l ZHAN Xiaoyue

EERRER H1[[ A2 Sun Yat-sen University

University/ Institution (EE : a1 bEEE)

s U8 H UG 1 DU e = R R AR A AT T

Paper Title Creating Sea Goddess: A Study on the Knowledge Production of the
Legend of Three Loyal Goddesses in Chaoshan Region

sROCIHEE Abstract & SRS Y = 2 2R AT RE RS 19 40 R g RS MOERH S 4ht
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744 Name sk ZHANG XinCheng

EERRER HrIsz [ 17 K22 National University of Singapore

University/ Institution ( Major: Chinese Studies )

s UE H HERGGEL - %889 (BN EEPIEREMR) FAYRED S B,

Paper Title HXABERE
The Representation of the Concubine and Local Cultural Memory in "The
Re-inscription of Zhaoyun' s Tombstone in Huizhou" by Wu Xilin and
YUE Jun in the Qing dynasty
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