The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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CUHK Cultural Enhancement Funding Scheme 2026-27
Application Guidelines

1. Introduction

The CUHK Cultural Enhancement Funding Scheme aims to support student groups in expanding
their global perspectives and fostering cultural diversity. Student Groups may apply for the funding to
organize activities that promote cultural integration on campus. They may include booth exhibitions,
cultural festivals, workshops, cultural exchange programmes and local tours that foster
interaction and mutual understanding among students from diverse backgrounds.

Applicants should clearly indicate the expected outcomes of the proposed activity, including the target
number of participants, intended learning outcomes, expected diversity of participants, and anticipated
cultural impact on the CUHK community.

2. Eligibility

» Student Organizations, Interest Clubs and Non-local Student Associations affiliated with or
recognized by the Office of Student Affairs (OSA)

» Student Organizations, Interest Clubs and Non-local Student Associations affiliated with or
recognized by the Faculty / Department / College / Academic Programme

3. Expected Learning Outcomes

= Applicants are encouraged to design activities that contribute to the following learning outcomes:

o Cultural Awareness: Developing a deeper understanding of one's own cultural identity
while appreciating cultural diversity and differences among individuals and communities.

o Intercultural Interaction: Enhancing confidence, openness and willingness to communicate
and interact with people from diverse cultural backgrounds.

o Inclusive Belonging: Fostering a sense of connection, acceptance and belonging within a
diverse and inclusive CUHK community.

o Global Perspective: Broadening perspectives through exposure to diverse cultures,
viewpoints and experiences, and developing greater cultural sensitivity.

o Cross-cultural Leadership and Citizenship: Strengthening leadership, collaboration and
social responsibility in culturally diverse environments.



4. Benefits

= Gain hands-on experience in planning and managing cultural activities, while developing
leadership, event management, and problem-solving skills.
= Introduce your association and culture to the wider CUHK community and promote
meaningful cultural exchange among students.
» Benefit from professional guidance and support from the Office of Student Affairs (OSA)
throughout the planning and implementation process to facilitate successful delivery of activities.
= Receive a Letter of Certification for organizing committee members upon successful
completion of the funded activity.
Gain the opportunity to be recommended for the Outstanding Student Award if the
project demonstrates a significant and lasting impact on the CUHK community.

5. Important Notes

= Applications must fulfill at least three of the expected learning outcomes.

= Funding support is provided on a competitive basis and is subject to funding availability.
Submission of an application does not guarantee funding approval.

= The primary target audience should be full-time undergraduate students. To promote diversity
and inclusiveness, additional criteria may be applied to maintain a balanced ratio of local and
non-local student participants, depending on the nature and planning of the activity.

= To prevent double benefits, activities that have already received subsidies or sponsorships from
other sources within the University are NOT eligible.

= Applicants may submit multiple applications within an academic year, while priority will be
given to first-time applicants.

= For applications proposing similar activities or cultural themes, priority may be given to projects
led by Non-local Student Associations, collaborative projects involving both local and non-local
students, and projects demonstrating stronger potential to promote authentic cultural exchange
and intercultural engagement.

= Prior approval from OSA should be obtained for significant changes to activity date, venue,
activity content, major budget items, activity scope or objectives.

= Successful applicants will be provided with evaluation survey links by OSA. Members of the
Organizing Committee and activity participants are required to complete the respective post-
activity surveys upon completion of the funded activity. Completion of the surveys forms part of
the reporting requirements under the Scheme.

6. Application Process

Applicants should submit their online applications with activity plan and budget templates at least 6
weeks and no more than 3 months prior to the proposed activity date.



https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/osa/lces/Cultural/26-27/CUHK%20Cultural%20Enhancement%20Funding%20Scheme%20Activity%20Plan%20-%20Template.docx
https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/osa/lces/Cultural/26-27/CUHK%20Cultural%20Enhancement%20Funding%20Scheme%20Budget%20Plan%20-%20Template.docx

. Examples of Previous Subsidized Activities

Dai Pai Dong (Local Culture)

Diwali (Cultural Festival)

Loy Krathong (Cultural Festival)

Nowruz (Cultural Festival)

Thai Dessert Workshop (Cultural Exchange)

. Funding Support

The maximum funding support provided for organizing an activity is HK$15,000 per application.
The following acknowledgement statement should be included in publicity materials where
practicable: "Supported by the CUHK Cultural Enhancement Funding Scheme (CCEF)".

Applicants should refer to the CCEF Funding Guidelines for details of eligible and non-eligible
expenditure items. Only expenditure items listed as eligible expenses in the Funding Guidelines
and approved by OSA will be considered for reimbursement. Any expenditure outside the

approved funding scope may be rejected in part or in full.

For an application including meal and refreshment expenses, a justification must be provided
regarding the necessity of providing food and drinks during the activity. The per capita expense
should NOT exceed HK$90.

Payments made prior to the approval of sponsorship will NOT be subsidized, unless accompanied
with a justification.

The funding support does NOT cover the following expenses:

Hiring student helpers and/or direct cash disbursement to students (e.g. cash award, financial
assistance, allowance, remuneration)

Expense incurred before the funding approval date, unless explicitly approved in advance
Expenses that do not comply with the University’s procurement and financial guidelines
Purchasing of Equipment or fixed assets, e.g. musical instruments, furniture, electronic devices.


https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/osa/lces/Cultural/26-27/CCEF_Funding_Guidelines_2026_27.pdf

9. Reimbursement Procedures

* An online report must be submitted to the Learning and Cultural Enhancement Section (LCES)
of OSA within two weeks upon completion of activities. The report should include the following

items:

o

o O O O

A post-activity report

Attendance record (Name, SID and student type are required)
Qualified photos and video snapshots

Financial report

Original receipts

= The funding support will be disbursed as reimbursements based on the actual expense amount
incurred upon satisfactory submission of the report.

= All original receipts should be kept appropriately for reimbursement applications and must be
submitted to LCES.

= OSA has the right to display or publish the photos/videos submitted in/on printed publications,
online publications; and any other promotional channels.

10. Other Support

In addition to the funding support, student groups may also seek the following assistance from LCES
to organize their activities:

=  Venue booking
= Activity promotion, e.g. posting of posters, sending out mass email
= Post-event publicities

LCES has the final judgment on the applications and retains the rights to use or publish activity
materials funded by this Scheme.

11. Enquiries

Ices(@cuhk.edu.hk / 3943-1526
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