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Abstract Due to limited land resources and hilly topographical condition, Hong Kong has focused on compact high density urban

development and planning since the 1950s. High rise and vertical urban development and mixed land use mode have made high efficient and

convince to citizens and created diversified and dynamic urban space. But at the same time, it also has brought along some environmental

problems and affected urban living quality. After the SARS event in 2003, Hong Kong wind environment and urban ventilation has drawn the

general public's concern. Consequently, the Planning Department of Hong Kong Government leaded a consultancy study on air ventilation

assessment. Based on the findings, Hong Kong Government issued a new technical guide and also added a new section into Hong Kong

Planning Standards and Guidelines. All these have gradually affects and changed local practice and construction industry. The paper can be

referred by planners, architects and govermental officials in mainland China who are working on high density urban development and facing

fast urbanization.
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