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The tropical Pacific Ocean is sometimes described as the
‘engine room’ of the global climate system. Variations in the
tropical Pacific have impacts on climate, people and ecosystems
around the Pacific rim and beyond. This seminar will cover how
climate change may impact the tropical Pacific. Topics will include
the mean-state pattern of sea surface temperature (SST) change
and the discrepancy between observations and models, physical
processes responsible for uncertainties in future tropical Pacific
SST patterns, and the impact of those mean-state SST pattern

changes on rainfall and temperature extremes in N. and S. America |

and the atmospheric circulation in the Southern Hemisphere. The
seminar will also discuss changes in the variability of the El Nifio

—

Southern Oscillation (ENSO) including the time of emergence of |
changes in the mean state and ENSO, the time of emergence of |

changes in the Walker Circulation, and changes
teleconnection patterns in North America and Europe.
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