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hkNATURE Photo Exhibition
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ponsored by the Shaw College Lecture Theatre and
S presented hy HK Nature in collaboration with Eco-
education and Resources Centre, the hkNATURE
Photo Exhibition was held {rom September 15 to 30,
2003, at the Lecture Theatre Gallery. Owver 100

photographs on local marine life, animals and insects were

featured at this unique exhibition made possible by works

contributed by local ccological enthusiasts.



—ERE=FTAET-AHERE
Upcoming Exhibitions (October — December 2003)
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The Spirit of New Asia is Here

— The Teachers and Students Calligraphy

Joint Exhibition
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BELMERBETES RAEBRGEEZLGISH
October 11 - November 8, 2003

New Asia Middle School and the Student Union of New
Asia Institute of Advanced Chinese Studies Joint
Presentation

Supported by
.._*\:// Hong Kong Arts Development Council

Venue sponsored by
Shaw College Lecture Theatre

[KHI—RE -~ s EREFR
i §  “As Time Goes By
Qil Paintings of Chen Keng and Classical

Chinese Calligraphy by Xie Chun Ling
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November 22 - December 12, 2003




Introducing ... Aubrey Welsh

Aubrey Welsh

hen 1 was asked to write an article for this publication,
W my first reaction was to say ... why couldn’t sameone
else write it after I just told them the story? Then I thought
about whar this opportunity would mean ro me, if [ were to sit
down and write it myself. A chance to reflect on my (rather
short) life and its achievements and in so doing introduce
mysell to you so that you have an understanding of whar makes

me tick. So, here goes ...

Coming to Hong Kong and CUHK

Some seven months ago, | left New Zealand on a ticket
to Hong Kong with no idea where I was going (1 had only
visited HK once before very bricfly) or what | was going to do.
In New Zealand, | had been
a high school science
teacher, an English
Language teacher, an
IELTS

examiner, and a trainer of

teacher and
English teachers. Before 1
was all these things and
back in the country of my
hirth - South Africa I had
also been an actor, singer,
TV presenter and producer,
a newsreader on radio and
a traveller. Okay, | know
that being a rraveller is not
really a career but you can
learn a great deal through
travel. So, there [ was, with
all this varied experience
and about to arrive in Hong
Kong. Why did [ choose to
come here? | had been reaching Asian students in New Zealand
for a number of years and wanted to have the opportunity of
teaching similar Asian students “in their own gountries”. So, |
left my adopted homeland (I was an immigrant to New
Zealand), came to Hong Kong and began o travel around
Northeast Asia. Using Hong Kong as my base, | visited Taiwan,
Japan, South Korea and Macau. During these excursions, |
began to feel quite at home in Hong Kong and decided o stay,
I applied for an advertised teaching vacancy at CUHK, was
interviewed and finally appointed. September 1 2003, was

my first teaching day.

An antipodean adventure

Ah, New Zealand - land of green grass, blue skies and
white sheep. Actually, when you get up close to a sheep, it's
quite surprising how dirty brown they are! Yes, the grass is ereen
(that’s because it rains quite a lot) and the skies are blue (a
combination of low pollution levels, fair winds and Rayleigh
scattering). But more importantly for me was the fact that New
Zealand had hecome a prime destination for edu-tourism. 1
can hear vou thinking; “Edu-tourism? There’s no such word!”
You're right for the moment, but one day there might be such
a word since the English language is changing every day. In
fact, two companies - one in Indonesia and the other in
Nicaragua, are already using the rerm on their websites,
Students of all ages and from all walks of life, from different
countries and speaking many different languages - all flock to

New Zealand to engage in edu-tourism, many of them to

Aubrey during a coastal hike ar the North Island near Auckland

improve their English. While in New Zealand, some travel
around the country visiting famous locations, others buy cars,
mobile phones, toys and, of course, food. But most of them
leave when their studies are over - sounds just like a normal
tourist to me. Bur whatever their reason for going to New
Zealand, | was happy since it gave me the opportunity to embark
on a new career that [ had never thought of before. Had [ not
gone to New Zealand as a rraveller (and later immigrated),
I would not be in Hong Kong today, acquiescing to my
traveller’s urge. But when and where did this travelling urge

start!?
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Further influences in my life

I had a fairly shelrered primary and secondary life, my
family was not well-off and so my only means of rravelling was
through reading. | read every bool, brochure, pamphlet and
newspaper | could to find out more about the world. 1 srill do
this today. Of course, | also read ather publications as well,
novels, plays and a little bit of poetry. At secondary school 1
had an English teacher, Miss Stone, who saw in me someone
who loved English, read widely, and was interested in the
performing arts. As a result of her interest and encouragement,
[ still do all of these things today. As [ grew up, went to college,
became a high school teacher and continued performing, the
most fundamental thing to me was always meeting people. My
contact with people inspired me to travel further and take up a
carcer where [ dealt with people. One of my greatest thrills is
to go walking, hiking or trekking with a group of friends.
| have always been surrounded by people and probably always

will - I don't think [ could live and work without them.

What does all this mean to you?

I'm not quite sure, but perhaps you may find out soon.
Some of you have metr me already either in or our of class, a
few of you I will bump into elsewhere on campus, ver others |
will meet off campus. It is highly likely that T won't meet all
who read this article. And that, I think, is a shame. Because
interacting with people, exchanging ideas and sharing
experiences is central to my philosophy of life and how I learn,
Thousands of years ago, Socrates and his pupil Plato argued
that learning occurs through interacting with people,
exchanging ideas and sharing experiences. And do you know
what!? This kind of learning is fun, engaging, and leads to
innumerable opportunities to not only improve your own life,
bur also the lives of many others too. [ hope that we do meet
one day because | would like to learn from you that which I

cannot learn by myself. I am looking forward to it.
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n collaboration with Staff Association of New Asia
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College, the “Boat Trip for Spectacular Fireworks plus
Cheung Chau Half-day Tour” was held on 1 October 2003,
the Nartional Day. It is the first of its kind co-organized by two
college staff associations. The response is very encouraging with
120 people registered. Participants gathered at the Tsim Sha
Tsui pier to head towards Cheung Chau on that sunny day.
Afrer arriving at Cheung Chau, they were shown around to
Tin Hau Temple and got a taste of the local culture. After
dinner, the group went back to the hoat again to Victoria
Harbour where they enjoyed the spectacular fireworks, The

event ended amidst a loud acclamation.

Highlights of Staff Association Activities

Visit to Coca Cola
Production Line

ifty members and their families paid a visit to the
F production lines of Coca Cola in Siu Lik Yuen on Saturday,
30 August 2003, They were led to take a look at part of the
manufacturing process of Coca Cola products. A video of Coca
Cola history was shown. The most attractive part of the visit
was to the museum there displaying accessories, selling
machines and publicity materials from the founding year to
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Confrioutions or suggestons are welcome. Englisn essays should be kept at 7,000 and letlers 300 words sach,
Please send all correspondence to the Editor, Shav Link, Shaw College.
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